DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"GLORIOUS GOD – GLORIOUS SALVATION”   

1 PETER 1:3

JUNE 18-24, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY – This week as we continue our study in 1 Peter we want to focus our attention on chapter 1 of verse 3.  We will see that verses 3-5 all deal with “the believer’s heavenly inheritance” which we will focus on next week in detail, Lord willing.  These verses give us a marvelous description of our eternal inheritance as believers that ought to elicit a response of praise and adoration to our glorious God.  Read 1 Peter 1:3-5. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to teach you from His Word this week.

MONDAY – We find the normative response of any true believer in the first phrase of verse 3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,,,”  The Greek text actually omits the word “be” which makes it even more clear that it is God who is to be blessed.  “Bless God” you reader, for your spiritual inheritance.  This word “blessed” is the Greek word “eulogetos” which means “adorable, bless, praise, blessed.”  We are to adore God and praise Him, bringing Him glory from true, regenerated, humble, and thankful hearts.  Read the following verses dealing with blessing our God: Ephesians 1:3, 2 Corinthians 1:3, 1 Peter 5:11. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord God to help you praise, honor, bless, and adore Him as you ought to from a heart transformed by His mercy and grace.

TUESDAY – Peter continued by saying, “Blessed the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ…”  The fountainhead of all blessing and salvation is God Himself; and Peter is making it clear that it was God the Creator, the God of the Old Testament, the God of the Universe, who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and the ultimate source of all blessing. 

Peter is also making it known to his readers that they have a relationship with the One and Only God through the person of His Son, Jesus Christ.  This is an awesome thought to realize that as Christ called God “Father”, so can we as true believers.  Read the following verses speaking of our union with God as Father: John 17:21-23, Romans 8:9-11, 1 Corinthians 6:17. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God the Father that He alone is the wise, loving, gracious, perfect Father. 

WEDNESDAY – Peter’s next phrase gives us the motive for why God the Father chose to grant believers eternal life, he says, “who according to His abundant mercy…” It is God’s great mercy that enables wretched sinners to obtain forgiveness and salvation.  Let me quote some lines from Spiros Zodhiates’ Lexical Aids to the New Testament which help us understand both God’s grace and mercy and how they differ.  “Eleos (mercy) – A special and immediate regard to the misery which is the consequence of sins (Luke 1:50, Ephesians 2:4) contrast Charis (grace) – Which is God’s free grace and gift displayed in the forgiveness of sins as extended to men in their guilt.  God’s mercy, eleos, is extended for the alleviation of the consequences of sin.  The guilt and power of sin must be removed through God’s grace before the alleviation of the misery of sin can be experienced.”  Grace changes our position from guilt to acquittal (Romans 3:24) while mercy changes our condition from misery to glory.  Read the following verses dealing with God’s “great, abundant mercy”: Titus 3:5, Ephesians 2:4-5. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank You God for both Your grace and mercy which are great toward us Your children.   

THURSDAY – We need to take one more day to continue to meditate on God’s great mercy.  God the Father, as Peter tells us, is a merciful Father.  As we have studied in week’s past, our glorious salvation is granted to us apart from even the possibility of any worthiness or merit of our own.  God grants mercy to “whomever He wills” (Romans 9).  It is out of our great God’s compassion that He chose to grant eternal life to us sinners.  We do NOT deserve it!  Truly God is the “Father of mercies” (2 Corinthians 1:3).  Read Exodus 33:19, Romans 9:11-16, 10:20, 2 Timothy 1:9. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  

Suggestion for prayer: Praise to You our merciful Father, we don’t deserve Your love. 

FRIDAY – Peter continues by explaining the way that this glorious mercy and salvation is applied to us.  It is the Father who “has begotten us again to a living hope…” Jeremiah the prophet asked in Jeremiah 13:23, “Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots?”  The prophet’s rhetorical question demands a negative answer.  This same principle is applied to man’s inability to change his sinful nature on his own (17:9).  Man needs to be changed, but the only One who can bring regeneration, the new birth, is God Himself.  “He has caused us to be born again to a living hope…” (NASB) This new birth and how it is a work of God is precisely what Jesus was explaining to Nicodemus in John 3:1-15.  Read Jeremiah 2:22, 31:31-34, Ezekiel 37:14. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise God, out of a thankful heart, that He, by His great grace and mercy, chose to work a spiritual new birth in you--if you truly are one of His children. 

SATURDAY – We close verse 3 by seeing that our living hope of eternal life is made sure and secure by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  The unbelieving world has only a “dying hope” (Job 8:13-22, Proverbs 10:28, Ephesians 2:12), but we as believers have a living hope which is better described as “confident optimism.”  This is not an “I hope so, cross my fingers” type of hope; rather, this is a “confidence and surety based on God’s decree” kind of hope.  We as believers understand the power that appropriates this hope to us is the same power that rose Jesus Christ from the dead.  God both demonstrated and validated His ability to deliver this glorious salvation and confident hope by the resurrection of Jesus.  Read these verses: Psalm 33:18-19, Romans 5:5, Titus 2:13, John 11:25-26, 14:19. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Lift up a glorious praise to our great God, who has by His own mercy granted us eternal life, a living hope, and has made it secure by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Thank You Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

